While the judicial proceedings in this case remained undetermined, we deemed it advisable to forbear expressing an opinion. Since the issue of the last number of this journal, the decision of the Lords Justices on the question of costs has terminated the litigation which the inquiry immediately involved. Their decision has done more,?it has afforded a conclusive answer to the unmeasured imputations indiscriminately heaped on those at whose instance the commission was issued. The whole proceeding is now an affair of the past, which we would willingly commit to oblivion, were it not that its consideration offers a series of disclosures without a parallel in the history of vice or folly, and invites to the discussion of questions provocative of criticism from every journalist interested in the public welfare.
All are familiar with the inquiry and its result. It is now idle to speculate on the propriety of the verdict. It has been received and acted on as a fact. A Case. remark, that to our mind the impression which a review of the whole case affords, and our inferences from the affidavits which have appeared, render it a cause for regret that her conduct in the matter admitted of even an imputation. We have no wish to press an inquiry, or too closely investigate charges painful to all, and, as we believe, especially to her, who, if she erred in her judgment, we trust has done so through a mother's love and woman's weakness.
Whether she still has confidence in the future of her son we know not. Time will soon declare the truth. We have, in our criticism on this case, been obliged to reopen many questions, and refer to many facts which we would willingly commit to oblivion. The investigation has been productive of pain to all who were parties to it; let us, whatever our opinions on the matter may be, at least indulge the hope that it will eventuate in good.
